Good Friday Hymns: 146, 174,153, 172, 175, 358

INTROIT

P: Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows:
C: He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities.
P: All we like sheep have gone astray:

C: and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
P: Hear my prayer, O Lord:

C: and let my cry come unto Thee.

Or

INTROIT

P: God Forbid that I should glory:

C: save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

P: In Him is salvation, life, and resurrection from the dead.:
C: by Him we are redeemed and set at liberty.

P: God be merciful unto us and bless us:

C: and cause His face to shine upon us.

COLLECT (1 of 3 in the Agenda)

Almighty God, we beseech Thee graciously to behold this Thy family, for which our Lord Jesus
Christ was contented to be betrayed and given up into the hands of wicked men and to suffer
death upon the cross: through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.

GRADUAL / TRACT

P: Reproach hath broken My heart, and I am full of heaviness:

C: and I looked for some to take pity, but there was none, and for comforters and
found none.

P: 1t is nothing to you, all ye that pass by?:

C: Behold and see if there be any sorrow like unto My sorrow, which is done unto Me,
wherewith the Lord hath afflicted Me in the day of His fierce anger.

P: He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities:

C: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we are healed.

( note: there is only the OT & Gospel pericopes prescribed)
The Old Testament Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (NKIJV)

Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently; He shall be exalted and extolled and be very
high. Just as many were astonished at you, So His visage was marred more than any man, And
His form more than the sons of men; So shall He sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their
mouths at Him; For what had not been told them they shall see, And what they had not heard
they shall consider.

Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? For
He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form
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or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is
despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it
were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely He has borne
our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and
afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep
have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the
iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was
led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His
mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His generation? For
He was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken.
And they made His grave with the wicked; But with the rich at His death, Because He had done
no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put
Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall
prolong His days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the labor
of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He
shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall
divide the spoil with the strong, Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was
numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the
transgressors.

The Holy Gospel St. John 18:1-19:42 (NKJV)

When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples over the Brook
Kidron, where there was a garden, which He and His disciples entered. And Judas, who betrayed
Him, also knew the place; for Jesus often met there with His disciples. Then Judas, having
received a detachment of troops, and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, came there
with lanterns, torches, and weapons. Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would come upon
Him, went forward and said to them, “Whom are you seeking?”

They answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

Jesus said to them, “I am He.” And Judas, who betrayed Him, also stood with them.
Now when He said to them, “I am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground. Then He asked
them again, “Whom are you seeking?”” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

Jesus answered, “I have told you that I am He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go
their way,” that the saying might be fulfilled which He spoke, “Of those whom You gave Me |
have lost none.”

Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, and cut
off his right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus. So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into
the sheath. Shall I not drink the cup which My Father has given Me?”

Then the detachment of troops and the captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus
and bound Him. And they led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas
who was high priest that year. Now it was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was expedient
that one man should die for the people. And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another
disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest, and went with Jesus into the courtyard
of the high priest. But Peter stood at the door outside. Then the other disciple, who was known
to the high priest, went out and spoke to her who kept the door, and brought Peter in.

Then the servant girl who kept the door said to Peter, “You are not also one of this Man’s
disciples, are you?”

He said, “I am not.” Now the servants and officers who had made a fire of coals stood
there, for it was cold, and they warmed themselves. And Peter stood with them and warmed
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himself.

The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine. Jesus answered
him, “I spoke openly to the world. I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where the
Jews always meet, and in secret [ have said nothing. Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have
heard Me what I said to them. Indeed they know what I said.”

And when He had said these things, one of the officers who stood by struck Jesus with
the palm of his hand, saying, “Do You answer the high priest like that?”

Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why do
you strike Me?”’

Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. Now Simon Peter stood and
warmed himself. Therefore they said to him, “You are not also one of His disciples, are you?”

He denied it and said, “I am not!”

One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said, “Did
I not see you in the garden with Him?” Peter then denied again; and immediately a rooster
crowed. Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But
they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might
eat the Passover.

Pilate then went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this Man?”

They answered and said to him, “If He were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered
Him up to you.”

Then Pilate said to them, “You take Him and judge Him according to your law.”

Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death,” that the
saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die.

Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, “Are You the
King of the Jews?”

Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did others tell you this
concerning Me?”’

Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You
to me. What have You done?”

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My
servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not
from here.”

Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?”

Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this
cause | have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the
truth hears My voice.”

Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?”” And when he had said this, he went out again to the
Jews, and said to them, “I find no fault in Him at all. But you have a custom that I should release
someone to you at the Passover. Do you therefore want me to release to you the King of the
Jews?”

Then they all cried again, saying, “Not this Man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a
robber.

So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. And the soldiers twisted a crown of thorns
and put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple robe. Then they said, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” And they struck Him with their hands.

Pilate then went out again, and said to them, “Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, that
you may know that I find no fault in Him.” Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns
and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, “Behold the Man!”

Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, “Crucify
Him, crucify Him!”

Pilate said to them, “You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him.”
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The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to our law He ought to die,
because He made Himself the Son of God.”

Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, and went again into the
Praetorium, and said to Jesus, “Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Then
Pilate said to Him, “Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to crucify
You, and power to release You?”

Jesus answered, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you
from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.”

From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, “If you let this
Man go, you are not Caesar’s friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar.”

When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the
judgment seat in a place that is called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. Now it was the
Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold your
King!”

But they cried out, “Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!”

Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?”

The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar

Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus and led Him away.

And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called

in Hebrew, Golgotha, where they crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on either

side, and Jesus in the center.

Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the writing was: JESUS OF
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place
where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.

Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the
Jews,’ but, ‘He said, “I am the King of the Jews.”” *

Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”

Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments and made four parts,
to each soldier a part, and also the tunic. Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the top in
one piece. They said therefore among themselves, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it
shall be,” that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says: “They divided My garments among
them, And for My clothing they cast lots.” Therefore the soldiers did these things.

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom
He loved standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son!” Then He said to the
disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home.
After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be
fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a
sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. So when Jesus had received the
sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.

Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the
cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might
be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the
first and of the other who was crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that He
was already dead, they did not break His legs. But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a
spear, and immediately blood and water came out. And he who has seen has testified, and his
testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe. For these
things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, “Not one of His bones shall be broken.”
And again another Scripture says, “They shall look on Him whom they pierced.”

After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the
Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave him permission. So

'9’
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he came and took the body of Jesus. And Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also
came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds. Then they took the body
of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury.

Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new
tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So there they laid Jesus, because of the Jews’
Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby.

John 18:1-19:42
— “The One Who Delivered Me to You Has the Greater Sin.”

INTRODUCTION
I BETRAYAL, DENIAL, ACCUSATIONS, JUDGMENT
II. THE ONE WHO DELIVERED ME TO YOU HAS THE GREATER SIN - THE SIXTH HOUR

I11. AFTER THIS . ..

CONCLUSION

John 1:37-39 (Tenth Hour)

37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.

38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye? They
said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou?

39 He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with
him that day: for it was about the tenth hour.

John 4:6-8 (Sixth Hour)

6 Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on
the well: and it was about the sixth hour.

7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink.

8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.)

John 4:51-53 (Seventh Hour)

51 And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and told him, saying, Thy son
liveth.

52 Then inquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. And they said unto him,
Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.

53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son
liveth: and himself believed, and his whole house.
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Good Friday
Hymns: 146, 174, 153, 172, 175, 358

John 18:1-19:42
— “The One Who Delivered Me to You Has the Greater Sin.”

Grace, mercy, and peace to you all from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Today is Good Friday and the appointed reading of the Gospel of John serves as our
sermon text.

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
INTRODUCTION

Good Friday. On this day God accomplished the impossible and redeemed what could
not be redeemed. On this day the one who cannot die gave Himself into death for us. On this
day righteousness was crucified in order to redeem unrighteousness. On this day, by means of
the death of God in the flesh, the death of mankind was overcome. On this day, the one who
knew no sin was made to be sin for us.

Wow! What a day! St. John’s account is different from the three synoptic accounts.
Matthew, Mark, and Luke direct their focus upon more of the facts and give more accurate time
references. John writes his account many years after the others. He assumes that the widely
circulated accounts are already well known and so he deals with the presentation of the account
to build upon what has already been recorded. Such is the way with the apostles and with all true
preachers of the Gospel. Nothing new is taught, but fresh assurances are given. As John writes
near the end of his Gospel account at the end of chapter 20, “these things are written that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in
His name.”

L BETRAYAL, DENIAL, ACCUSATIONS, JUDGMENT

After Jesus ate the Passover with His disciples, He gave them the Sacrament of the Cup
of the New Testament in His blood. He explained to them what this wonderful New Testament
was, but they were not ready to embrace it for what it was. They received in faith what they did
not yet understand. They knew that Jesus was the promised Messiah. But they did not really
understand fully what that meant, either. John spends a great deal of time telling us how Jesus
explained these things before, during, and after the Passover meal and before the institution of
the New Testament by which the Church would receive all the blessings of the fullness of
communion with God. The Holy Communion was given to the eleven after the son of perdition
had been sent off to do the evil that he had determined to do for a bag of silver. For a tenfold
trinity of silver, 30 pieces, Judas had sold out the Holy Communion of God in the body of Christ.
But for those who had not been lost to Jesus, the meal of forgiveness and renewal was given to
keep them from the devil’s snares.

After the institution of the New Testament, Jesus brings the eleven to their garden of

prayer where they had been many times before. Here they would observe why Judas had been
sent away. Here they would see the fulfilment of the New Testament that they had just received.
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And Judas led his lords of mammon, the Jews, to the place where he knew that Jesus and His true
disciples would be. It is not that Judas did not love Jesus. It is not that Judas did not desire to be
a disciple of Jesus. It was simply that he found a way to profit from his relationship with Jesus.
Judas thought that he had found a way to have the best of both worlds. He did not take time to
examine what this really meant. He did not realize how far his betrayal would go.

After all, these were the church leaders. Judas did not make his bargain with the devil,
but with the leaders who sat on Moses’ seat. Somehow Judas convinced himself that he could
remain in fellowship both with the church body that opposed Jesus and with the Lord Jesus.
Somehow Judas imagined that he could be true to both at the same time.

When Judas and the troops and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees came, Jesus
knew why they had come and went to them asking them whom they were seeking. They
answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” When He told them, “I AM He,” using the sacred name given
to Moses for the Church to use, they drew back and fell to the ground. But they still followed
their chosen path in keeping with their church. Judas still betrayed the LorD with a kiss, and the
soldiers still arrested Jesus. Even after the incident with Peter and Malchus, they still did not
repent.

Peter tried to defend his Lord, only to be told that it was not his place. Poor Peter was
terribly confused. He had no better understanding than those who came to arrest Jesus. Like
them, he thought that he was to defend the truth by his own actions. But the Truth told him to
put away his sword.

Then Jesus was taken to Annas and then to Caiaphas to be accused and judged. During
this time, Peter was accused as well. Three times he was accused of being a true believer in
Jesus. Three times he denied having anything to do with Jesus. Then Caiaphas sent Jesus to
Pilate to be judged and condemned by the government. Why? Earlier they brought an adulterous
woman to be judged by Jesus and they took up stones to kill her. They did not bring her to
Pilate. Why now bring Jesus to Pilate?

They brought Jesus to Pilate because they knew that they were in the wrong and could not
justify their actions. They knew that they were acting against the Word of the Lord and that the
people would know it. So they turned to the government.

First they mocked the LorD. They mocked the Truth. They used twisted logic to justify
doing what was not in accord with the Word of God. Then they cast judgment upon Jesus and
sent Him to Pilate to be judged also by the government and crucified.

II. THE ONE WHO DELIVERED ME TO YOU HAS THE GREATER SIN - THE SIXTH HOUR

Now comes the shocker. In this instance, the government sought to do what was right.
Pilate, who was not even a confessor of the truth, who did not even pretend to know what truth
is, this pagan ruler recognized the truth and tried to prevent the injustice of the church leaders.
While the church leaders judged the Word of God as not what should be trusted and followed,
demanding their own church laws be enforced, Pilate could find nothing wrong in the Word of
God. When the church leaders showed no mercy and no love of God, Pilate sought to release
Jesus. When the church leaders stirred up the people against this, and especially against the
prophecy that Jesus is the Son of God, Pilate asked Jesus,

“Where are You from?”
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But Jesus gave him no answer. Then Pilate said to Him, “Are You not
speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to crucify You, and
power to release You?”

Jesus answered, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it
had been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you
has the greater sin.”

From then on Pilate sought to release Him.

Pilate heard what the others had shut their hearts and ears against. Pilate heard the truth
that his power was from God and was not to be abused. Pilate heard that judgment is not given to
men, but is according to the truth already declared by God Himself. How often those claiming to
represent God refuse to hear what Pilate heard.

But the words of Jesus to Pilate are much bigger than even this. Much debate has been
argued over whom Jesus means when He says, “the one who delivered Me to you has the
greater sin.”

Some say that Jesus is referring to Judas, but Judas did not deliver Jesus to Pilate. Judas
is responsible for this indirectly, but Judas betrayed Jesus to the Jews and the church leaders.

Some say that Caiaphas is the one of whom Jesus speaks, and Caiaphas certainly is
responsible, but not alone. Caiaphas did not act alone in sending Jesus to Pilate.

So then of whom is Jesus speaking? Who is the one who has the greater sin in delivering
Jesus to Pilate? Who truly is responsible for the fact that Jesus is standing before Pilate?

God is the guilty one. John makes it clear that Jesus could have prevented all this with a
single word. Jesus volunteered for this in response to the will of God. Jesus is Himself God. As
the Son of Man He submitted to the will of the Son of God, whose will was subject to God the
Father. God made this judgement. God turned Jesus over to Pilate. Jesus stood before Pilate as
the one with the greater sin.

Yes, in fact, God takes all the blame of all the world into His own person. God carries
the cross to Golgatha and places Himself into the hands of sinners to be judged and mocked and
tortured and crucified to death by them and for them. The God-Man, Jesus, is the one who
carries the greater sin, actually being made to be sin for us.

Pilate tried again to have Jesus released, but seeing that the matter was out of his hands
and having heard from Jesus the reason that Jesus was going to the cross willingly, Pilate sat
down in the judgment seat and declared the reason that Jesus would be crucified, saying to the
Jews, “Behold your King!”

John says that this was on the “Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth
hour.” This is another of John’s unique comments that has inspired much debate by many
experts. John’s sixth hour does not seem to match with the accounts of the synoptic accounts. In
fact, much debate has developed over other times that he uses. So let’s briefly consider them.

In John 1:39, John says that two disciples followed Jesus and continued with Him at
about the tenth hour. Ten is the number of perfection or fulfillment. In John 4:6 Jesus sits down
at Jacob’s well and waits to talk to a woman living in sin and following the false religion of the
Samaritans at about the sixth hour. Six is the number of not quite completion, the number used
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for the devil and for evil. In John 4:52 the ruler from Capernaum receives word that at about the
seventh hour, the same hour that Jesus promised that his dying son lives, the fever left his son.
Seven is the number for the complete work of God in creation. Now, John says that at about the
sixth hour, the hour of the judgment of evil, Pilate sits down in the judgment seat and tries to
argue for the release of Jesus but fails and Jesus is condemned to go to the cross.

The other Gospel accounts tell us that on the cross, having been made to be sin for us,
Jesus cries out, “My God! My God! Why have you forsaken Me?”

This is truly marvelous and relieving to hear. At this moment, Jesus has so become the
one who has the greater sin, that according to His human flesh and spirit, He can no longer see
anything of the love of God. This is the cry of Adam in the garden after the fall. This is the cry
of all sinners because of sin. But Jesus has the worst sin of all, for it is not His own sin for which
He stands condemned. No one else will ever face such judgment, because we all are facing only
the judgment that we deserve. For the wages of sin is death. Like the thief on the cross, we
know that we are guilty and receive only what is our just punishment, but we can still repent and
turn to God for mercy. Jesus did not have this option, for He was dying with the sin of the entire
world, and sin that was not even His own. Even though He Himself was fully God, the sin that
He had taken for us completely blotted out the loving countenance of God. Darkness even
overcame the light of the sun so that even this was taken away from Jesus in His last moments.

Yet even now, the perfect and holy Son of God does not loose faith. Still He addresses
God as MY God. For God did not abandon His righteous one. Even as God will never abandon
us, no matter how dark our sins may be. Jesus takes our sins and gives us His righteousness. No
matter what happens in our lives, being baptized into Jesus and His crucifixion, God still looks
upon us as those wrapped in the clothing of righteousness and hears us. We may always
remember that Jesus’ final words from the cross were words of faith and grace, “Father, into
Your hands I commend My spirit!”

1L AFTER THIS . ..

After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly,
for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus;
and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took the body of Jesus. And
Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds. Then they took the
body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as the custom of
the Jews is to bury.

Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in
the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So there they laid
Jesus, because of the Jews’ Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby.

How amazingly wonderful! After this, after seeing the fulfillment of their salvation,
even though they did not yet fully understand, these dear saints no longer hid in fear. Why?
Because of the body of Jesus given for them. They still did not fully understand, but they were
not willing to be separated from the body of their Lord. They did not understand, but they truly
believed, they truly discerned the body of the Lord as that which was needed for faith and life.

So even though they knew that they would be in great danger from the leaders of the

church, they went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus to be given to them. Pilate gave them
the body of Jesus and they prepared His body for the Sabbath Day that He would sanctify with
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His own body. Now the saints would never again fear the sleep of death, for Jesus entered our
place of death and turned it from a place of corruption to a place of life. Death has no power
over those who fall asleep in Jesus. Those who are baptized into His body and are made to be
communicants of His body and blood, have entered into the everlasting Sabbath of the LORD.
CONCLUSION

Is it any wonder that this day has been named Good Friday?

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus forever. Amen.
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