Oculi - Third Sunday in Lent
Hymns: 262, 261, 370, 428

( omit Gloria, responses beforedter the Gospel reading, and other aptions of
praise during Lent. )

The INTROIT (Ps. 25:15,16,1,2)
P: Mine g/es areeve toward the Lord;

C: for He shall pluck my feet out of the net.

P: Turn Thee unto mand have mrcyupon me;

C. for | am desolate and afflicted.

P: uUnto Thee, O Lord, dol lift up mysaul;

C. O my God, | trust in Thee; let me not be ashamed.

(The “Gloria in Exelsis” is omitted during the Penitential Season of ent
The COLLECT

We beseech Thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of Thy humble servants and
stretch forth the right hand of Thy majesty to be our defense against all our enemies; through
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one
God, world without end.

TheFIRST LESSON 2 Samudl 22:1-7 (NKJV)

Then David spoke to the LORD the words of this song, on the day when the LOrRD had
delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. And he said: “The
LorbD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; The God of my strength, in whom I will trust;
My shield and the horn of my salvation, My stronghold and my refuge; My Savior, You save me
from violence. I will call upon the LOrD, who is worthy to be praised; So shall I be saved from
my enemies. When the waves of death surrounded me, The floods of ungodliness made me
afraid. The sorrows of Sheol surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me. In my distress I
called upon the LorD, And cried out to my God; He heard my voice from His temple, And my
cry entered His ears.”

THE GRADUAL (Ps. 91:1-2,4,11-12)
P Arise O Lord; let nat man prevail; let the heathen be judged in Thysight.

C: When mine enemies ar e turned back; they shall fall and perish at Thy presence.

P: Unto Thee lift | up mineeyes, O Thou that dwellest in the heavens

C Have mercy upon us, O Lord have mercy upon us.

The EPISTLE Ephesians 5:1-9 (NKJV)

Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved
us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. But
fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting
for saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but
rather giving of thanks. For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man,
who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you
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with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of
disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them. For you were once darkness, but now you
are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness,
righteousness, and truth).

The SENTENCE for the Season (Philippians 2:8)
P: Christ has humbled himself, and loece obdient unto death:

C: even the death of the cross.

TheHOLY GOSPEL St. Luke 11:14-28 (NKJV)

And He was casting out a demon, and it was mute. So it was, when the demon had gone
out, that the mute spoke; and the multitudes marveled. But some of them said, “He casts out
demons by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.” Others, testing Him, sought from Him a sign
from heaven. But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them: “Every kingdom divided against
itself is brought to desolation, and a house divided against a house falls. If Satan also is divided
against himself, how will his kingdom stand? Because you say I cast out demons by Beelzebub.
And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they
will be your judges. But if I cast out demons with the finger of God, surely the kingdom of God
has come upon you.

“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace. But
when a stronger than he comes upon him and overcomes him, he takes from him all his armor in
which he trusted, and divides his spoils. He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does
not gather with Me scatters. When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry
places, seeking rest; and finding none, he says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’
And when he comes, he finds it swept and put in order. Then he goes and takes with him seven
other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that
man is worse than the first.”

And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain woman from the crowd raised
her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts which nursed
You!” But He said, “More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”

Luke 11:14-28 — “And the Multitudes Marveled”

INTRODUCTION
L. AND THE MULTITUDES MARVELED
II. BuT SOME OF THEM SAID

111 IN THE FINGER OF GOD

CONCLUSION
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Oculi - Third Sunday in Lent
Hymns: 262, 261, 370, 428

Luke 11:14-28 — “And the Multitudes Marveled”

Grace, mercy, and peace to you all from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Gospel reading for this Sunday of Oculi is Luke 11:14-28:

And Hewas casting out a demon, and it was mute. So it was, when the
demon had gone out, that the mute spoke; and the multitudes marveled. But
some of them said, “ He casts out demons by Beelzebub, theruler of the
demons.” Others, testing Him, sought from Him a sign from heaven. But He,
knowing their thoughts, said to them: “Every kingdom divided against itself
isbrought to desolation, and a house divided against a house falls. If Satan
also isdivided against himself, how will hiskingdom stand? Because you say
| cast out demons by Beelzebub. And if | cast out demons by Beelzebub, by
whom do your sons cast them out? Thereforethey will beyour judges. But if
| cast out demonswith thefinger of God, surely the kingdom of God has
come upon you.

“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods
arein peace. But when a stronger than he comes upon him and over comes
him, hetakes from him all hisarmor in which hetrusted, and divides his
spoils. Hewho isnot with Meisagainst Me, and he who does not gather with
Me scatters. When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goesthrough dry
places, seeking rest; and finding none, he says, ‘I will return to my house
from which I came.” And when he comes, hefindsit swept and put in order.
Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than
himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is
wor sethan thefirst.”

And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain woman from
the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “ Blessed isthe womb that bore
You, and the breastswhich nursed You!” But He said, “Morethan that,
blessed arethose who hear the word of God and keep it!”

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

INTRODUCTION

Today’s Gospel lesson begins with people marveling at the works of the Lord Jesus and
ends with them marveling concerning His words. In between the people refused to believe in
Him, even though they marveled at His works and words. What we are taught in this lesson is
that faith is not something that we comprehend with the mind. Faith is not made to be ours
through human reason. Faith is made to be ours as God touches us with a holy finger to judge
the demonic forces as having no place in us so that they leave us to stand in God’s holiness.

Page 5 of 9



L. AND THE MULTITUDES MARVELED

And Hewas casting out a demon, and it was mute. So it was, when the
demon had gone out, that the mute spoke; and the multitudes marveled.

This chapter of Luke’s account of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus begins with the gift of the
prayer that we call the “Lord’s Prayer.” After teaching this prayer He contrasts the gifts of
earthly fathers with our heavenly Father’s gift of the Holy Spirit. In the next sentence we hear of
Jesus casting out a demon so that the man is set free and enabled to speak, so that the multitudes
who saw it marveled.

What this shows us is how far our minds are from the goodness of our heavenly Father.
Jesus had just finished speaking to the people about how natural it should be for us to recognize
the goodness of our heavenly Father who works good things for us every moment of our lives
and also desires to give us His Holy Spirit, and when these same people see God at work to do
this for this demon possessed man, they marvel.

Why on earth should any of us ever marvel to behold God’s goodness at work among us?
The reason that we marvel is on account of our unbelief. Our sin blinds us to God’s goodness so
that we do not expect to see it. When we do see it, we marvel. We wonder about it. We
question whether it is for real. We wonder whether it can be trusted. Then we try to make sense
out of it by means of our corrupted human reason. We see it, but we do not believe. Often we
even turn aside from what we see God work in our lives, choosing instead to believe that we
must accomplish these things by means of our own wisdom and efforts. God works His
goodness among us freely, but we turn aside to our own providence. We insist that we must
discover our own cures and our own remedies. How often we seek medicine even before we are
willing to pray. When we do pray, how often we pray for God to help us to fix things for
ourselves by our own methods.

The more that we think, the more that we marvel, the more that we reject the faith that
God works in us and turn to our own reason and strength. God gives us medicine from heaven
and we doubt the power of God to work through these means. Our doctors give us medicines
that fail us and we offer them our treasures. God comes to us with miracles of forgiveness and
restoration to life and we stand and think about them. Our politicians tell us how they will help
us by taxing us and our doctors tell us how they will help us by means of expensive surgeries and
medicines and we praise them for their excellence. God asks nothing of us whatsoever and offers
us everlasting life and healing of our souls, our minds, our emotions, and our bodies, and we
wonder what this means.

In Matthew’s account of the reaction of the multitudes when they saw that Jesus had cast
out the demon so that the mute spoke, he says that they marveled and said, “ It was never seen
likethisin Israel!”

What? Every year they celebrated the Passover, receiving God’s salvation and
remembering how God delivered them from Egypt. All the mighty miracles that God performed
were observed again in this Sacrament. The crowds often spoke of the miracles that were
performed by God through Elijah, too. How could they stand around and marvel and say that
such things were never done in Israel?
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This is what happens when people imagine that faith is their own work. This is the form
that praise takes when praise is our service to God rather than the service that He works for us.
This is why the divine liturgy always directs our hearts away from our actions so that we may
hear and repeat the glories of God in what He works for us in Christ Jesus. Then, rather than
striving to draw near to God we realize that God has come near to us. Then, rather than striving
to give glory to God, we receive Him in His glory as He gives Himself to us.

II. BuT SOME OF THEM SAID

But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebub, theruler of the
demons.” Others, testing Him, sought from Him a sign from heaven.

What in the hell is wrong with people? This truly is the correct response to such things.
Such a response to the works of Jesus could only come from hearts that are bound for hell.

This is terrifying and greatly offensive to hear, for when we realize that the crowds
responded with a hellacious response, we also realize that according to our own sinful nature that
we also respond as those who are bound for hell. Consider the way that our sinful nature causes
us to treat Baptism. God promises that through Baptism that He pours the Holy Spirit out to us
and washes us so that our sinful nature is drowned and a new creation rises up to live in His
holiness. Yet rather than trusting God’s promise, we insist that we must somehow drive the devil
out of our own hearts and strive to be holy by our own efforts. When the preachers of the Gospel
condemn our false beliefs, we speak of them as blasphemers and liars. When the preachers of the
Gospel tell us to abandon our striving after holiness and to trust that our sanctification is truly
God’s work, accomplished for us through Baptism, we scorn this and turn back again to our own
striving.

This is exactly what those did who accused Jesus of casting out demons in the name of
Beelzebub. Rather than giving God the glory, they turned to their own thoughts, thoughts that
insisted that such marvelous things must be a trick of some kind. And so they turned God’s
means of grace into mere symbols of what they must do for themselves and called the Word of
God, Jesus, a servant of the ruler of demons. The same is true today when what Jesus says is
worked through the power of His name, baptizing people into the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, is counted as just something to help us to strive to be holy by our own
thoughts, words and deeds.

Because God is blasphemed regarding how we are made to be holy and worthy of coming
to Him in His kingdom, He is also blasphemed regarding how we continue in His kingdom.
Some in the crowds demanded that Jesus produce signs to prove that when He cast out this
demon that He did it as God’s servant and not as a servant of the devil. Today people demand
that Jesus produce some special sign that in His Holy Communion that what people receive is
truly His righteousness. The special sign that is demanded today often is called self-examination.
Jesus says that because we are baptized into Him that we should examine ourselves to see that
we need to receive Him in the Holy Supper so that we will gladly receive Him in this blessed
way that He has commanded. But instead, we turn this examination into an examination of our
own works and of our own faith, rather than of the work of faith that He works in us in
connection with Baptism. Then we look upon His gracious sacrifice not as a means of grace by
which we eat and drink salvation and everlasting life, but as something for which we must be
made worthy by our own faith.
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111 IN THE FINGER OF GOD

But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them: “Every kingdom divided
against itself isbrought to desolation, and a house divided against a house
falls. If Satan also isdivided against himself, how will hiskingdom stand?
Because you say | cast out demons by Beelzebub. And if | cast out demons by
Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? Ther efore they will be your
judges. But if | cast out demonswith thefinger of God, surely the kingdom of
God has come upon you.”

You know, when someone slanders me, my first reaction tends to be one of anger. But
our Lord demonstrates that His first thought towards us blasphemous sinners is compassion. Our
Lord is continually looking toward us with the desire that we should be brought to repentance so
that rather than having to face His anger, we may receive His merciful absolution.

And so our Lord preaches concerning the ludicrousness of imagining that anyone other
than God has the power to set a person free from the powers of the evil one. Never, absolutely
never, does the devil work against his own kingdom. Absolutely never does the devil let loose of
a person over whom he has gained control. Once the devil takes charge of a life, he holds that
person in the bonds of sin and binds that person for hell.

No, when a demon is made to leave, this is the finger of God at work.

In this instance our Lord uses a word that has very special meaning attached to it. The
word used for God’s almighty power is usually the word for hand. But here the Lord uses the
word for finger.

This word is used several times, especially in the New Testament. In Matthew 23:4 Jesus
says of the scribes and the Pharisees, “ For they bind heavy burdens and grievousto be borne,
and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their
fingers.” Luke records the same later in this same chapter of today’s text. Here the finger is a
judgment against others, binding people to the burdens of their own works of righteousness.
Jesus shows that rather than the finger of the preacher being used to point people to what they
should do, the preacher’s finger should be used to point people to the works of God by which
they have their burdens all taken away. The preacher’s finger should point to Jesus Christ and
Him crucified, who is poured out upon us with the water and fed to us with the bread and the
wine.

Luke records in chapter 16 that the rich man cries out from hell begging that Lazarus
should be allowed to dip his finger in water to extend a drop of mercy to the rich man in hell.

John records that when Jesus was asked to condemn the adulterous woman, instead, He
stooped down and began writing in the ground with His finger.

Again John records that after the resurrection, Thomas demanded to be able to judge for
himself the truth of the resurrection with the demand to stick his finger into the wounds of Jesus.
Jesus came again to the disciples and fulfilled Thomas’ demand.

And so in our text we read that our Lord speaks of a finger of judgment, and when that
finger of judgment works a work of God’s mercy, there remains no question as to who the one is

who has done it. And so we learn that even the faith that causes us to trust in God’s works of
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mercy, is a miracle of God. For by our own reason and strength we always challenge God and
demand proof. For faith is God’s work which He gives to us freely. By this faith we draw near
to receive our God of grace in His Supper, as Hebrews 10 promises:

Now whereremission of theseis, thereisno more offering for sin.
Having therefore, brethren, boldnessto enter into the holiest by the blood of
Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through
thevelil, that isto say, hisflesh; And having an high priest over the house of
God; Let usdraw near with atrueheart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with
purewater. Let ushold fast the profession of our faith without wavering;
(for heisfaithful that promised;) And let usconsider one another to provoke
unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, asthe manner of someis; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, asye seethe day approaching. (Hebrews 10:18-25)

Yes, truly we are baptized into Jesus’ name of holiness and called to assemble into the
gathering for His Supper of the Holy Communion. Through these blessed means He casts out
our demons and blesses us to live in His holiness. When we receive these as His works, we live
in the freedom of His grace, mercy, and peace and exhort one another, proclaiming the Lord’s
death till He comes. Truly this is that to which the finger of God directs us, and that which the
finger of God works for us and in us.

CONCLUSION

Today’s text begins with God’s grace and ends with God’s grace. Our text begins by
telling us of the Lord Jesus casting out a demon which caused the people to marvel. Our text
concludes with a woman marveling and the Lord Jesus casting out her demon by declaring again
the means of grace.

And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain woman from
the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed isthe womb that bore
You, and the breasts which nursed You!” But He said, “Morethan that,
blessed arethose who hear theword of God and keep it!”

Yes, like this woman, we are inclined to hear the words of the Gospel and then turn aside
to the praise of men and of our works and the things of this world. Jesus proclaimed the Gospel
and this woman blessed Mary. We do likewise today. We hear the Gospel proclaimed and we
bless Luther or Lutheranism or our church body or our parents and grandparents or even our
pastors and other leaders. But in His never ending compassion our Lord graciously works to turn
our hearts yet again to Himself. He says, “No! Rather, blessed arethose hearing Meand
continuingin Me!” In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus forever. Amen.
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